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CONFIDENTIAL DAR ES SALAAM 1911 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CASC (SMITH, HUNTER) 

SUBJECT: KIDNAPPED AMERICANS: RELEASE OF ONE PRP MEMBER HELD 
BY TANZANIANS 

REF: KINSHASA 4767 

1. DUTCH AMBASSADOR VAN DEN BERG HAS DISCUSSED WITH US FOR 
SEVERAL DAYS NOW ADVANTAGES OF RELEASING ONE PRP MEMBER HELD 
BY TANZANIANS. RELEASE OF ONE PRISONER BY TANZANIANS WOULD 
RECIPROCATE FOR RELEASE OF ONE STUDENT HELD BY PRP. RELEASED 
PRP MEMBER COULD CARRY MEDICINES AND FEW OTHER ITEMS BACK TO 
REBEL CAMP. HE COULD ALSO CARRY MESSAGE, PERHAPS ADVISING 

OF VAGNI MISSION. 

2. LUCIUS WHO HAS JUST RETURNED FROM KIGOMA TELLS US LOCAL 
TANZANIAN OFFICIALS IN KIGOMA BELIEVE RELEASE ONE PRP 
MEMBER WOULD BE GOOD MOVE AND JUSTIFIABLE, BUT THEY WOULD 
NEED CENTRAL TANGOV APPROVAL. LUCIUS HIMSELF ALSO RECOMMENDS 
RELEASE ONE MAN AS BEST MEANS TO SUPPORT VAGNI MISSION. 

FINALLY, WE NOTE ZAIRE GOV INSISTENT WE NOT RPT NOT 
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NO REFERENCE TO DEMAND CONCERNING RELEASE BY TANGOV OF 
DETAINED PRP MEN. 

3. WE WOULD LIKE TO ASK TANGOV AT HIGHEST LEVEL TO 
RELEASE ONE PRP MAN DETAINED IN KIGOMA FOR REASONS OUT- 
LINED ABOVE. WE BELIEVE AMBASSADOR VAN DEN BERG WOULD 
BE BEST CHOICE TO MAKE PITCH TO NYERERE AND VAN DEN BERG 
HAS TOLD US HE IS PREPARED TO DO SO. ADVISE. 

CARTER 
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